St. Michael Herald

From The Principal’s Desk

Dear Parents and Guardians: February 2009
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There 1s no formal parent-teacher interviews scheduled at this time.
However, parents are encouraged to phone your child’s teacher if you have questions pertaining to the level
of success.

Many of our students have earned outstanding marks during the first semester and they are encouraged to
continue their good work. For those students who did not achieve the level at which they and their parents
would have hoped, I would ask them to make the commitment to improve their attendance, effort and study
skills. If students are having difficulty, please contact the subject teacher as soon as possible.

Staff Changes Course Selection
As we begin semester two, we would like This year students will be doing their course selection by
to thank Ms. Karen Fleming for once again using the software package "Myblueprint.ca". Our
assisting us as a long term occasional student services department will be holding grade level
teacher in the French Department. meetings to provide students with appropriate
Ms. Fleming had been teaching two information. Following these grade meetings students
sections of French during semester one. are expected to find time to log on fo a computer and
make appropriate course selections. Once selections are
We welcome Tyler Devereaux to our completed, students will print of f a copy of their
teaching staff for semester two. Tyler selected courses and ask their parents to sign their
will be teaching in the Math department. course selection sheet.
The course calendar can be found on line by accessing our
school web site.




HALLENGE DAY
‘ All Grade 10 students will be participating in a powerful one-day program called “Challenge
Day” on April 16" and/or 17". The program is created to build connection and empathy, and to
fulfill the vision that every child lives in a world where they feel safe, loved and celebrated. However,
“Challenge Day” is more than a one-day program. The students are inspired to be the change they wish
to see in the world. “Challenge Day” has inspired hundreds of thousands of youth and adults world
wide in a movement called “Be the Change”. To allow all Grade 10 students at our school to
participate, we will run two one-day programs. In order to support the one adult to four students ratio,
we are asking for adult volunteers. If you are interested in being an adult volunteer please contact
Mary Flanagan or Karen Tigani at 519-271-0890 extension 1311.
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arriors for Life
After a successful semester one of pro life activities and fundraising, students will continue to

educate, activate and motivate teenagers to protect God’s greatest gift of life from conception

until natural death. Warriors for Life have had many successes both with the individual and
within group awareness. All of our community of youth are invited to join the Warriors for Life for one
or all three of their Semester 11 action events. April 3rd — 4™ teens will attend the 4™ annual Guelph
Youth Pro Life Conference. On April 30th teens experience the solidarity of the London Silent Picket
for the Unborn. And on May 14™ the 40th anniversary of the destruction of all protection for the unborn
child in Canada, students will stand in Ottawa on Parliament Hill and take to the streets in prayer, song
and fellowship for the annual March for Life.

Warriors weekly continue to make and sell popcorn with all profits going to Sara’s Place our local
maternity home. If you have a desire to support teen moms through gift cards for groceries or
clothing please act on your desire. It is crucial that once these single moms have their babies that
the pro life community continues to witness through these generous and practical gifts of love. We
thank those who have supported our moms in the past and we continue to pray together for large
and small pro life conversion.

MATH HELP!!!

i
Mondays from 3:00 - 3:45 room 204 Mr. Kocher |
Tuesdays from 8:05 — 8:45 room 205 Mr. Ort |
Thursdays from 3:00 — 3:30 room 208 Mr. Schefter '
|

|
|
!
i Wednesdays from 3:00 — 3:45 room 204 Ms. Leroux
i
|

In Your Future: Important Dates
> March 12 - Early Reports out for Semester 2

> March 16-20 - March Break
> Thursday, March 26 - Parent Teacher Conferences for Semester 2
Thursday, April 2 - Grade 10 Literacy Test
Friday, April 10 - Good Friday
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Monday, April 13 - Easter Monday




> Wednesday, April 29 - Midterm Reports go home

Literacy in Action

Attention Parents! If your son/daughter is currently in Grade 10 you will
want to read on!

On April 2, 2009, Grade 10 students will write the Ontario Secondary
School Literacy Test (OSSLT). The duration of the test is

22 hours. There are two sessions lasting 14 hours each with time for
breaks and instructions. Students will report to school at the usual time
on that day. Regular classes will run in the afternoon.

The OSSLT is a provincial test of the reading and writing skills students
have acquired by Grade 10. It is based on the reading and writing skills
expected in The Ontario Curriculum across all subject areas up to the end
of Grade 9. Students who are unsuccessful on the OSSLT can reattempt
the test the following year or, are eligible to fulfill the requirement through
the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Course (OSSLC). Students must
successfully complete eijther the test or the course in order to graduate
with an Ontario Secondary School Diploma.

On Thursday, February 26™ all grade 10 students will attend an
information meeting outlining the components of the test as well as be
provided with some written details. To help students prepare for the test,
all Grade 10 semester 2 classes will undergo a 2 week ‘Literacy Blitz'".
Teachers have already collaborated to produce authentic subject-specific
literacy tasks that will help students become familiar with the test format
and practice the types of tasks they will encounter.

Parents can help by rescheduling any appointments that conflict with
the April 2™ date. We encourage you to make sure that your
son/daughter is well rested, properly nourished and arrives to school on
time. Please note that students require a pencil, eraser and blue or black
pens to complete the test questions. Some encouraging words to help
students to do their best would be beneficial.

Interested in finding out more about the Literacy Test? Go to the EQAO
web site at www.egao.com. Simply click on ‘parents’ in the top left
corner, and then click on ‘OSSLT".

Literacy
Support:

If you are
concerned about
any aspects of the
test, or feel that
your son/daughter
may require some
additional support,
please contact our
Lead Literacy
Teacher, Aideen
Moss at extension
3034 or

Vice Principal,
Lina Cupido at

extension 1232.
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All things Artistic!

Artistic adventures have been spilling out of room 133 all semester.

Numerous students from all grades and abilities utilize the Art Club’s Open Studio Wednesdays after school
from 3 — 4:30 p.m. Those with their own predetermined art form and concept or those wanting direction,
materials and support; all find that the Open Studio can offer their unique needs a personal approach.

N N \ . = Two students partnered their
- expressive enthusiasm to respond
to a community request for a
Christmas mural. Several senior
students met regularly to fine tune
their post secondary portfolios for
interview competitions. Artists
continue to be involved in the
Coffee House, where various
media, techniques, and exploding
originality are given a public
audience through a stage exhibit.
"8 Other students explored the Ideal
<3 Art contest, a Canadian wide
opportunity for students with
intellectual disabilities to express
themselves.
Many grade 10 visual artists are
signing up for our SHSM
(Specialized High Skills Major) in Arts and Culture. This enrichment ministry opportunity provides
enormous experiences in diverse visual arts career and interest areas plus much more.
Currently two of three gallery trips are planned to Gallery Stratford with others in the works.
Email or phone Mrs. Patti Rothwell if you have any questions as to how we can better tailor your teen’s
specific art adventure.
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Ladies and gentlemen ... dinner is served
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From the Phys Ed Department:

The second semester is of f and running in the Health and Physical Education
Department. Second semester courses have begun and initial fitness assessments
have been taken on all students and will be monitored throughout the semester. Our
goal is to have all students improve or maintain their fitness levels over the next four
months. The fitness and health education courses (PAF) are once again filled to
maximum capacity and running smoothly. Our core health and physical education
courses (PPL) are also busy with a wide variety of learning opportunities taking place
like our learn to ski-program which will take place on Wednesday March 5™, 2009 at
Talisman Mountain Resort. We have many other exciting learning opportunities planned
for our students this semester such as indoor games and activities, rock climbing
lessons, lawn bowling, dragon boating, and golf. Look next year to hopefully see a hew
course being conducted which will be a Hockey Skills Canada focus course (PAL) for students to
take which we hope will be very popular and will be open to all interested students!

Our athletic program is fast approaching the conclusion of the second season. Our ladies
volleyball teams are doing very well (first place), our boys basketball teams are also doing very well
(first place) in league play. Our Nordic Ski team is off to WOSSAA on Tuesday
February 10™. Our ladies hockey team has just finished their season in first place
and our boy's hockey team has finished in eighth place. Thank you to all coaches
and athletes for doing such an outstanding job representing St. Michael Catholic
Secondary School. Third season signups for rugby and badminton are already up
and ready fo go, soon to be followed by soccer!
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Fram the Special Education Resowice Department:

In January 2007, the Huron-Perth Catholic District School Board implemented a Full Inclusion
program for students with developmental disabilities at St. Michael Catholic Secondary School.
Students who formerly would have enrolled in a Life Skills program are now provided with the
support of Resource Teachers and Educational Assistants in the context of regular secondary
school classrooms. Last spring, the Ontario Ministry of Education granted approval for the
Resource Department at St. Michael to create a Teacher Learning Leadership Project involving
the creation of a framework for the successful implementation of a Full Inclusion model at the
secondary level. Development of this framework encompasses a variety of areas such as facility
planning, the promotion of community awareness through the formulation of liaisons with
community partners, providing opportunities for staff development and teacher in-service, the
establishment of a teacher resource library through the purchasing of materials to assist with
program differentiation, and the formation of a Peer Pals Club to increase peer interactions
among our students. Members of the Special Education Resource staff will continue to work on
this project throughout the 2008-2009 school year. The completed project will be packaged and
submitted to the Ministry of Education to be published and shared with other school boards by
June 20009.

A healthy and peaceful community doesn’t happen on its own. It doesn’t happen
in isolation. If we want to build a world where people feel safe then we need to
reduce the barriers and obstacles to belonging.... We need to engage and get to
know one another. We need to share our dreams and desires, our hopes and our

challenges. To build a peaceful community, we need to make sure everyone
belongs. Ted Kuntz's on Belonging and Peace




St. Mike’s Peer Pal Skating
By: Sara Stacey

Why were 24 students standing in front of the school, on December 10, 2008, at 9 am waiting for the
school bus, when normally school is not over until 3 o’clock?

On Wednesday, December 10, 2008, students of the Peer Pal Group from St. Mike’s gathered in the front
hallway, to get ready to take the bus to the Rotary Arena Complex for one hour of fun, exciting skating. This group
is made up of students that want to make a difference in the community and help out students with special needs.

The students known as Peer Pals were carefully matched so that the higher needs students and the
volunteers shared the same interests, likes and often the same view points as their Peer Pal. The Peer Pal group has
taken part in Shadow Day, Halloween Pumpkin Carving and fun activities at the school during previous months.
Now, at last, it was time for some out of school activities.

The bus arrived and the students all loaded up by 9:15. Then it was time for the trip to the Rotary Arena
Complex. A short 15 minutes later the bus arrived at the arena and the students excitedly left the bus and went in to
the change room. Moments later the first skaters were on the ice.

Can you imagine a whole hour of skating, being with friends, and generally having fun during
school time? Well, that is exactly what we did. Two students, Andy and Colin, had their first introduction to sledge
skating. This is when you are strapped onto a small sledge with blades on the bottom, and use a short hockey stick
with a pick in the end to propel yourself across the ice. Other students also tried this unique way of skating for part
of their time on the ice.

C
Colin and Jeremiah Andy and Nolan

Brandan Steele is a student who has been using sledges in sledge hockey
games for a number of years and is very proficient at moving himself across
. the ice. Even when he tips the sledge he is able to roll himself up and back
into the game. His hockey team has won many tournaments all over North
America.

When the students were tired of skating or sledging they came off of the ice
and had a chance to warm up with some hot chocolate. They also had a chance to take
pictures of each other and chat for a few minutes. The bus arrived at 10:30 to take
them back to school for the rest of the day.

Brandan and Sara
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